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ARES INC. AWARDED MILITARY CONTRACT FOR DEVELOPMENT OF NEXT GENERATION CANNON TECHNOLOGY
Port Clinton, OH, October 26, 2006 – ARES, Inc., today announced it has been selected for a multi-year contract from the federal government for the development of next generation cannon technology.
U.S. Rep. Marcy Kaptur announced the contract during ceremonies at the company’s Port Clinton headquarters.  The contract involves the development of Rarefaction Wave (RW) gun technology that will provide the Army and Marine Corps. with state-of-the-art technology to achieve significant improvements in performance and costs of weapon systems.  
The contract was awarded from the U.S. Army’s Benet Weapons Laboratory, Watervliet Arsenal, NY.  ARES was chosen to lead in this critical development program in partnership with Benet because of their long-standing leadership in developing weapon systems for the military and their expertise in Rarefaction (RW) technology. At the core of the the RW cannon technology is an 80% reduction in recoil,  a 40% reduction in the inbore temperature and a 50% reduction in weight.  These never before achieved improvements will enable the Army Vision for its Future Combat System and other similar systems to have the fire power of an M1 tank with the weight that is half that of the Bradley.    

The ARES contract is in many ways attributable to the efforts by U.S. Representative Marcy Kaptur (D-9th, OH.) Kaptur is an avid supporter of the military and a strong proponent of our nation’s veterans. Rep. Kaptur authored the legislation that created the World War II Memorial.  According to ARES President Herbert Roder, “Representative Kaptur is a tireless advocate for Ohio industry,” Roder said.  “She clearly understands the value of our proposal for the military to develop this technology to increase the effectiveness our troops and to support the military’s long-term transition objectives to a highly effective and highly mobile force.”   



This program will have obvious postive impact  on the local and state economy by providing highly paid employment opportunities for analytical, system, and development engineers. Additionally, the RW program will enable ARES to develop state-of-the-art machining capabilities and obtain the personnel necessary to manufacture the complex components from the advanced materials required for the program as well as advance ARES testing and evaluation facilities. 
“There’s no question about it, this project is a great opportunity for our company,” said Roder.  “We anticipate hiring more than a dozen people directly as a result of this contract.”
The Army’s Benet Weapons Laboratory representative, Bob Dylan, shares Roder’s enthusiasm for the program, citing its importance to current and future military needs.
"Rarefaction wave gun technology is an important breakthrough capability in gun systems that will allow tremendous improvements in performance and weight reduction for next generation weapon systems.  Research, engineering and development of these advanced gun propulsion, manufacturing and materials technologies will enable lighter projectile launcher platforms with increased lethality, both essential for future manned and unmanned combat systems.  The U.S. Army Benet Laboratories is pleased to partner with ARES, Inc. and utilize their considerable experience in gun systems design and manufacturing."

ARES, Inc. is a high technology engineering and manufacturing company engaged in weapon system design, development, manufacturing and testing.  Since it’s establishment in 1971, ARES has participated in a variety of programs ranging from small arms to medium and large caliber automatic cannon and artillery systems.  These programs have included weapon development as well as advanced concepts in ammunition design.
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