Brush Wellman Breaks Ground For New Pebble Plant Facility 
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Two years ago, the top executives of the Brush Wellman Company were still mulling over whether or not to locate their new expansion in Utah or at their existing Elmore location. Their ultimate decision to locate here has been well documented in this newspaper. On Monday morning, they broke ground for the facility on a piece of land adjacent to the Elmore plant, thus creating at least 25 new manufacturing jobs and, more importantly, saving 118. 
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So, what made the difference? "People," said President and CEO Dick Hipple, who spoke at length prior to the actual ground breaking ceremony. "The workforce here is outstanding in every way. It must be something they put in the perch down at the Village Inn," he joked. "More likely, it is a work and life ethic firmly rooted in small town America - a commitment to family and country, grounded by strong personal values - that makes the people here so great. Committed people deliver results, and that's what we find every day here in Ottawa County." 

Hipple also took time to thank the people of Ottawa County, as well as its elected and appointed officials. "The Village of Elmore and Ottawa County have been great friends to Brush Wellman throughout our 55 year history here. We don't take being a citizen of this area casually. We recognize and accept the responsibility to be a good corporate citizen." 

Hipple specifically pointed out the contributions of the County Commissioners as well as Jamie Beier-Grant and her staff at the Ottawa County Improvement Corporation. "The people of this county should know that your elected and appointed officials are working hard to bring jobs and economic opportunity to this area. They were diligent, they listened, and they made a great case for us to build this facility in this area." 

Hipple also cited Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur, calling her "an extraordinary champion for Northwest Ohio. She worked tirelessly to ensure that her colleagues in Congress fully understood the strategic importance of the material we will make in this operation."
Beryllium is an extremely light weight and durable metal with many applications for use in aerospace and defense. Several officials of the Department of Defense were also on hand for the ground-breaking.
In the end, however, Hipple understands that, at least for Ottawa County, the critical element here is JOBS. Brush Wellman's $90-million investment will not only create 25 new high paying jobs with attractive benefits, it also makes all of the current jobs at the plant more secure. "Of course, additional indirect employment, including construction positions, will be created. We are also committed to local purchase of goods and services where possible." He noted that the project will also create a nice economic stimulus for Ottawa County and will enable Brush to continue to contribute to the community through its Community Investment Program. The Brush Wellman management and employees are very proactive in the County's United Way Campaign efforts. 

Hipple concluded, "We take a lot of pride in the work we do and the role we play in the nation's defense and in peoples' lives. The construction of this plant will allow Brush to return to the nation a sustainable domestic supply of beryllium materials critical to our country's strategic interests. This new plant will play a critical role in the products that change our lives for the better."

The new facility is expected to open and begin operations in April of 2010.

