The 96” Solution 
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Fenner Dunlop unveiled its new 96” Solution on Tuesday morning, a $40-million expansion project at its facility in the Lake Erie Business Park that will create up to 75 new jobs and retain another 130. Combined with last week’s ground-breaking at the Brush Wellman facility in Elmore, some 100 solid new manufacturing jobs have been, or soon will be created in Ottawa County.
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A little over 10 years ago, in an effort created by the Port Clinton Area Chamber of Commerce and the Ottawa County Community Improvement Corporation, local volunteers fanned out to survey local business about their future plans. It was called the “Retention and Expansion” survey. The survey results were less important than the fact that members of the local community showed some serious interest in helping to keep local industry. Ten years later, the project is bearing fruit.
The 100 new jobs is the good news. However, there were over 700 applicants for these positions processed through the local Job Store at the Ottawa County Resource Center. The 100 new jobs ought to result in $50-$75 million in new annual payrolls, something Ottawa County sorely needs. 

Speaking with a distinct South African dialect, David Hurd, President of Fenner Dunlop Americas (a recently naturalized American citizen), told the nearly 100 people gathered for the ribbon cutting ceremony, “we as a company are investing in America, while others are sending the same business overseas.” He added, “that’s huge, and much of the credit goes to the people of Port Clinton and Ottawa County.”

Also attending the ceremony was Ohio Lt. Governor, Lee Fisher, who doubles as Ohio’s Development Director. Fisher joked that, when he was here last week or Fish Ohio Day, his primary purpose was to out-fish Governor Strickland. He stated that with his family’s help, “we caught eleven 96” walleye” (in reference to the 96” solution, which has been the Fenner Dunlop expansion project’s theme). Fisher also noted that, despite difficult economic times, there is more good news in Ohio today in regards to business expansion and development than in several years.

The new line has already begun manufacturing its 96” wide composite conveyor belt, the widest in the world. Michael Hock, VP for Special Projects and the project coordinator for Fenner Dunlop on this expansion, outlined the many stages the project has gone through since the November 2006 ground breaking. Plant Manager Ken Willen told everybody that it will be “the employees that are going to make this work.” That sentiment was added to by Richard Reed, President of the United Steel Workers Local 1117. 

In addition, David Landgren, Executive Director of Fenner Dunlop Conveyor Belting stated, “the Port Clinton facility will be the largest and most technically advanced facility in North America. While other companies have gone to the far east for equipment, we, as a company, would settle for only the best in the world.” Fenner Dunlop’s Chairman and CEO, Colin Cook, also took note of the importance of the day, thanking the project’s vendors and, most importantly, the company’s future customers, for their attendance.

